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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

#103 is a large 3-1/2 story early Federal period brick mansion, attached on both
sides and with a newer, one story brick rear wing. It is five bays wide and three bays
in depth with the front facade laid in Flemish bond. The large front Georgian-Federal
entranceway occupies the center bay with a six panel door, leaded glass sidelights in
an arced design separated by narrow, Doric, fluted columns and topped by an elliptical
arched fanlight in a sunburst design with chain trim. This lies above a richly moulded
transom bar and the brick arch is of long shaped voussoirs. This doorway is approached
by a white Maryland marble porch of nine steps sided by decorative cast iron railings
with brass finials. All house windows are of 6/6 sash with flat brickarches of shaped
voussoirs, white marble sills and louvered shutters. Third story windows are lower
and front cellar windows are of 6/3 sash. The attic is well lighted by three 9/6 sash,
round arched stepped dormer windows on the front and rear. This house is covered by a
moderate slope "A" frame slateroof and pairs of triple flue enclosed chimneys, joined
by curtains, rise from each gable. Rooflines are decorated by moulded, boxed cornices
on the front and rear. The buildings set on a high fieldstone foundation faced with
stucco. Fronting the house is a cast iron fence said to have been made at nearby
Catoctin Furnace, the family business. The entrance is marked by tall, square, stuccoed
brick pillars topped by spheres on pedestals and supporting tall cast iron gates. is
encloses areas of lawn, evergreens, small trees and seasonal plantings. There is = 0ld
worn brownstone carriage step block and an iron foot scraper just inside the entrance
gate.
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This impressive old Federal-Georgian mansion reflects the early trend of beauty
It is one of the major components of the City's most

through simplicity and form.
fashionable residential area, Court House Square.

Originally, the rear grounds con-

tained a full set of brick dependencies similar to those of its neighbor at #105, both
built by the architect Andrew McClerry for Col. James MacPherson.
Frederick home of U.S. Senator Charles McC. Mathias.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108



